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Advertising:
JR Love
760-628-9732
Advertising Email
contact:
LoveMediaGroup
@yahoo.com

The acceptance of an ad in
the SVLA Breeze does not
constitute approval of SVLA
Breeze or Spring Valley Lake
Association, but it is solely
the view of the advertisers.
Letters to the Editor and arti-
cles submitted by Spring Val-
ley Lake residents do not
necessarily reflect the opin-
ion or the endorsement of the
publishers of SVLA Breeze
or Spring Valley Lake Asso-
ciation but rather are the re-
sponsibility and opinions of
the authors of those articles.
SVLA Breeze will always try
to give equal time to those
who submit to us articles or
letters with a differing opin-
ion than the articles featured
in this paper. Any ad placed
with Love Media must con-
tain a sponsor, a product or
announcement. The excep-
tion to the rule would be a
person running for political
office. Ads of complaints
against the Association or
any business, or personal at-
tack ads will not be accepted.
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Association Discount

Get the discount you deserve! Association Discounts are available for your Homeowner’s Insurance.

We represent the top insurance companies in the Nation. Allow us to review your current coverage to
make sure you are receiving ALL the discounts available to you!

* Call us today to speak to one of our knowledgeable insurance agents.

ISU .\

Responsible

Source” ISU Insurance Services - ARMAC Agency

® Homeowners Insurance

® Auto Insurance 17177 Yuma Street

Victorville, CA 92395
® Boat Insurance Lic. 0C26179
Phone: (760) 241-7900
® Watercraft Insurance Web: www.isu-armac.com

® Special Event Liability One Responsible Source™
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Each one of our patients is unique... with unique needs and
concerns. We offer all of the services you would expect and need
from a competent dental office. If you have any questions about

any of the services below, please give us a call.

*PREVENTATIVE CARE
*DIGITAL X-RAYS
*COSMETIC DENTISTRY
*MINI DENTAL IMPLANTS
*LUMINEERS ®
*PORCELAIN VENEERS
*DENTAL CROWNS/BRIDGES
*Z00M TEETH WHITENING
*COSMETIC DENTISTRY

*INVISIBLE BRACES BY INVISALIGN +

CLEAR CORRECT
*ENDODONTICS/ROOT CANAL
VIZILITE PLUS ®
*RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY

27170 Lakeview Dr., Ste 203

Dr. Joseph E. Eiswert D.M.D.
Temple University Graduate,
USAF Captain
Family Dentistry

Family Dentistry,
Implants &
Orthodontics

*REPLACEMENT FILLINGS
*ORTHODONTICS
*IMPLANTS
*CHILDREN AND INFANT CARE
*SEALANTS
*PRIMARY TMJ TREATMENT
*FILLINGS, ROOT CANALS
*SPORTS DENTISTRY
*PERIODONTAL/GUM
DISEASE
*SMILE ENHANCEMENT
*ORAL SURGERY
*DENTURES/PARTIALS
*EXTRACTIONS/WISDOM TEETH
*TRAUMA
*PLAYSAFE ®
*MOUTH GUARDS
*BONE GRAFTS

Apple Valley
19063 Hwy 18, Suite 102
Apple Valley, CA
242-7800

Silver Lakes

Helendale, CA
245-5704

After Hours Emergency, Contact Dr. Eiswert via mobile # 760-954-7012
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THE VICTOR
VALLEY COLLEGE
MYSTERY TOWER

ﬁTens of thousands of people pass by
%Victor Valley College each week,
<and see the tall, slender, obelisk-
;'style tower on the northeast corner
@ of Bear Valley Road and Spring Val-
ley Parkway. What is it? Isitanold
air raid siren from times long past, a
bell tower for the College, or possi-
bly a tall vent for some underground
infrastructure? It is none of these.
How many people actually know
what it is and the history behind this
landmark. Very few at best!

Prior to 1969 the land which is now
known as Spring Valley Lake was
largely undisturbed desert. When
the Boise Cascade Home and Land
Corporation envisioned a major new
development on this land in the late
60’s, they had to develop a Master
Plan. The land they were going to
develop extended from Bear Valley
Road on the south to Yucca Loma
Road on the north, and from Ridge-
crest Road on the west to Apple Val-
ley Road on the east. This was
about the same time that Boise Cas-
cade Recreational Properties, Inc.
was developing the land they owned
around Lake Arrowhead.

The Spring Valley Lake project en-
compassed an incredible amount of
land and communicating with vari-
ous construction crews and other
personnel throughout the site was a
<rmajor issue to tackle. Boise Cas-
 cade came up with a solution that
0?served two purposes. The tower
was constructed as a tall communi-

cations antenna that could reach
throughout the project site. It was
also intended to be a landmark for
Boise Cascade to let everyone know
where Spring Valley Lake was lo-
cated. Apparently the landmark
concept of this tower paid off well.
According to Bob Sher, one of the
original Spring Valley Lake Sales-
men, they took reservations for
1,000 lots in the first weekend.

The tower was built in the fall of
1969 for $15,000. It was con-
structed by the Leo Chase Construc-
tion Company in five sections in 63
days. Just adjacent to the tower is a
building now known as Building 10
at Victor Valley College. It served
as the Spring Valley Lake sales of-
fice which opened on October 25,
1969, and also supposedly contained
a convenience store. Back then
even some of the Boise Cascade
management did not know the pur-
pose of the tower. Peter Lacques
from Boise admitted that “This
tower does not have a functional
use. Itis justalandmark to indicate
where Spring Valley Lake is.”

The community and visitors knew
well where Spring Valley Lake was
by 1974, and Victor Valley College
purchased the land and sales office,
as well as the strip center across the
street for $349,000. The initial in-
tention for the strip center land was
to create a Student Services Center.
The Tower was included in this deal,
but it was probably just an after-
thought, with no idea of how this
tower would be used in the future.

Everything was quiet until 1987
when the Victor Valley College

Board of Trustees began mulling
over demolition of the tower. Then
College President Ruth Johnson
raised questions about the ability of
the tower to withstand the powerful
desert winds. As opposed to full
demolition of the tower, an option
was to make structure upgrades to
the tower for $8,000. Johnson asked
the Board, “Does it serve any func-
tion other than aesthetic value?
Would a flagpole be more appropri-
ate?” Board member Carollee
Stater said “Aesthetically it’s not
bad”. She wanted student input on
the crumbling spire that Board
member Percy Bakker described as
“kind of a landmark for the college.”
With that acknowledgement of im-
portance, a survey of 166 students
and faculty members was conducted
in March 1987. More than 54 per-
cent voted against demolition. “Ap-
parently students really want the
tower,” Board member Frank Bo-
hannan told the San Bernardino Sun
newspaper. “They think it’s a land-
mark of the school.”

And so the tower was saved by stu-
dents in search of “something to
identify with,” as Bohannan put it.
It resolutely stands today as an odd
monument to nothing in particular.
The college had the tower checked
out by a licensed engineer about
three years ago, and it was deemed
safe and in good structural condi-
tion. Some minor stucco repairs
were made, and the tower was re-
painted.

By Rickie B. Zimmerman based on
information from Robert Sewell, Dr.
Daniel Walden, Robert Sher, and a
2017 ]article by Matthew Cabe.
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AFFORDABLE WINDOW REPLACEMENTS

“YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD WINDOW GUY”

(562) 505-6044

e Energy Efficient
e Dual pane low E III glass

* Retrofit vinyl windows
e 1 day install
* Professional service
e No stucco or drywall damage

COMPARE OUR LOW PRICES!
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES OR ANY QUESTIONS
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YOUR AD BELONGS IN THE

SPRING VALLEY LAKE BREEZE
RIGHT HERE!

CALL 760-628-9732
OR EMAIL: LoveMediaGroup@yahoo.com
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BUSINESS IN VIEW
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Lic#667856
Providing Professional Service to the High Desert since 1993

760-559-1632

bthomas@freshpaintpainting.us
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