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C. U.S. Flag Procedures 

D. State Flag Procedures 

E. Association Property Flag Procedures 

A. Overview 

U.S. Flag 
U.S. Code Title 4, Chapter 1 
“No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of America."  Section 8. “The 
Flag represents a living country and is itself considered a living thing” Section 8j.  

 
State Flag 
The Bear Flag is the official flag of the state of California. The first official version of the Bear 
Flag was adopted by the California State Legislature and signed into law by Governor Hiram 
Johnson in 1911 as the official state flag.  

 
SVL Yacht Club Flag 
Flag representing the Spring Valley Lake Yacht Club 
 

B. Guidelines 

• The flags here at the Spring Valley Lake Association, Public Safety Department and 

Equestrian Center shall be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illuminated during 

the hours of darkness.  

• If proper illumination is not present, or there is inclement weather (if not an all-weather 

flag), the flag shall be hoisted briskly at sunrise, and lowered ceremoniously at sunset.  

 
The U.S. Flag Code establishes protocol on how to properly fly more than one flag at a time. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_U.S._states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_State_Legislature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram_Johnson


• Three side-by-side poles and the US Flag, state flag and company flag: when looking at 

the display, from left to right, the US flag should be placed on the leftmost pole, the state flag 

in the center pole and the company flag on the far-right pole. 

• Three side-by-side poles and the US Flag and state flag: when looking at the display, from 

left to right, the US flag should be placed on the leftmost pole and the state flag in the center 

pole. 

• Three flags and one pole: from top to bottom, the US Flag, state flags, US territories, 

followed by military flags. Two national flags can never be on one single pole; the two flags 

must be the same size and height. 

According to the Flag Code, it is never acceptable to fly a company flag, corporate banners or other 
form of branding/advertising on the same pole as the US Flag; you will need to have a 
separate flagpole to display both flags at one time. 
 
A rule of thumb: when there are three poles the same height, position the flags left to right as 
described above. However, when a center pole is taller than the others are, prominence of flag is 
center, then left pole then right pole. 
 

C. U.S. Flag Procedures 

• If the flag is to be taken down, it is to be lowered ceremoniously, folded properly, and stored 
carefully, and ready to be raised briskly at the next appropriate time.  

• The flag is to be displayed at half staff on the following days: 
o Peace Officers Memorial Day, May 15th, sunrise to sunset. 
o Memorial Day, last Monday in May, sunrise to noon 
o Patriots Day, September 11th, sunrise to sunset 
o Pearl Harbor Day, December 7th, sunrise to sunset 
o When proclaimed be the President of the United States, or by the Governor of 

California. 
 

• When the U.S. flag is to be displayed at half-staff, the U.S. flag shall be raised to full-staff, and 
then lowered, to a position where it does not rest, or come in contact of the building.  

 

• When flags of State, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the same 
halyard with the flag of the United States, The U.S. Flag shall always be at the peak. No other 
flag or pennant shall be placed above the United States Flag. 
 

The order, generally, is as follows, seen top to bottom: 
1. U.S. flag 

2. state flags (host state first, then others in the order of admission) 

3. US territories (Washington DC, Puerto Rico, etc.) 

4. Military (in order of establishment: Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard) 

http://www.cvsflags.com/flagpole.cfm


5. Other 

D. State Flag Procedures 

Where the National and State Flags are used, they shall be of the same size. If only one flagpole 

is used, the National Flag shall be above the State Flag and the State Flag shall be hung in such 

manner as not to interfere with any part of the National Flag.  At all times the National Flag shall 

be placed in the position of first honor. 

 

E. Association Property Flag Procedures: 
• Flags at the Association Office/Marina should be flown in the following order: 

o U.S Flag 
o State Flag 
o Yacht Club Flag 

• Flags to be flown at the Community Center and Equestrian Center as follows: 
o U.S. Flag 
o State Flag 
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 Flag Policy: Spring Valley Parkway 
 

The following flags are to be flown on Spring Valley Parkway: 
• American Flag 

 
Flags are to be flown on Federal holidays as seen below:  
 
Jan: New Year’s Day (January 1st) 
Jan: Martin Luther King Day (3rd Monday) 
Feb: President’s Day (3rd Monday) 
May: Memorial Day (Last Weekend of month) 
June: Juneteenth (June 19) 
July: Independence Day (4th of July) 
Sept: Labor Day (1st Monday) 
Nov: Veteran’s Day (Nov. 11th) 
Nov: Thanksgiving Day (4th Thursday) 
Dec: Christmas Day (December 25th) 
 
Flags are to be put out and taken down at the following times: 
 
Jan: Martin Luther King Day (3rd Monday) 
 7:00am -5:00pm 
Feb: President’s Day (3rd Monday) 
  7:00am Saturday -5:00pm Monday 
May: Memorial Day (Last Weekend of month) 
 7:00am Saturday -5:00pm Monday 
June: Juneteenth (June 19th) 
 7:00am -5:00pm 
July: Independence Day (4th of July) 
 7:00am -5:00pm 
 *If holiday falls on/near the weekend 7:00am Saturday -5:00pm Monday 
Sept: Labor Day (1st Monday) 

7:00am -5:00pm 
Nov: Veteran’s Day (Nov. 11th) 

7:00am -5:00pm  
Nov: Thanksgiving Day (4th Thursday) 

7:00am -5:00pm  
Nov: Christmas Day (December 25th) 

7:00am -5:00pm  
 



Section 16. FLAGS, BANNERS, SIGNS AND POSTERS RULES  
 
16.1. Prohibited Signs. All flags, banners, signs and posters displayed within the boundaries of the Spring 
Valley Lake Association are subject to compliance with Federal, State and Local laws, including, but not 
limited to, San Bernardino County, California Code of Ordinances §83.13.040, which prohibits the display of 
statements or symbols of an obscene or immoral nature as to offend the public morals or decency.  
 16.2. Permitted Signs. Members and Associate members must satisfy the following requirements when 
constructing, installing and maintaining flags, banners, signs and posters within the boundaries of their 
separate interests.  

16.2.1 U.S. Flag 
  16.2.1.1. Size. Except as otherwise provided by law, flags shall not exceed fifteen (15) square 
feet in size. House-attached flagpoles shall be no longer than six feet (6’) in size. 
  16.2.1.2. Materials. The U.S. Flag must be made of fabric, cloth, or paper. No depiction or 
emblem of the U.S. Flag may be displayed if it is made of lights, paint, roofing, siding, paving materials, flora, 
or balloons, or any other similar building, landscaping, or decorative component. Flag brackets shall be 
compatible with the color and scale of the separate interests to which it is attached. 
  16.2.1.3. Location. Flags may be displayed from a house-attached flagpole without prior 
approval from the Architectural Committee. All free-standing flagpoles must be approved by the 
Architectural Committee and are subject to any State and Local laws governing the installation and 
maintenance thereof (e.g., setback requirements, etc.). Any flags that pose a health and/or safety risk for any 
reason are not permitted.  

16.2.2. Noncommercial Flags, Banners, Signs and Posters.  
16.2.2.1. Size. Signs and posters shall not exceed nine (9) square feet in size. Flags and banners 
shall not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in size. House-attached flagpoles shall be no longer 
than six feet (6’) in size. 
16.2.2.2. Materials. The noncommercial flags, banners, signs, and posters may be made of 
paper, cardboard, cloth, plastic, or fabric, but may not be made of lights, paint, roofing, siding, 
paving materials, flora or balloons or any other similar building, landscaping, or decorative 
component. Flag brackets shall be compatible with the color and scale of the separate interests 
to which it is attached. 
16.2.2.3. Number. Except as otherwise provided by law, Members and Associate members 
shall not display more than one (1) noncommercial flag, banner, sign, or poster at any given 
time.  
16.2.2.4. Location. Flags, banners, signs, and posters may not be placed in locations that 
would create a health/safety concern (e.g., impedes or restricts sight lines for vehicular traffic), 
or which would otherwise violate Federal, State or Local laws. Flags may be displayed from a 
house-attached flagpole without prior approval from the Architectural Committee. All free-
standing flagpoles must be approved by the Architectural Committee and are subject to any 
State and Local laws governing the installation and maintenance thereof (e.g., setback 
requirements, etc.).  
16.2.2.5. Political Flags, Banners, Signs and Posters. As used herein, the term “political” 
shall mean and refer to flags, banners and signs relating to any of the following: (1) an election 
or legislative vote, including an election of a candidate to public office, (2) the initiative, 
referendum, or recall process, and (3) issues that are before a public commission, public board, 
or elected local body for a vote. 

16.2.2.5.1. Size. Political signs and posters shall not exceed nine (9) square feet in size. 
Flags and banners shall not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in size. Political house-attached 
flagpoles shall be no longer than six feet (6’) in size. 

16.2.2.5.2. Location. Political flags, banners, signs and posters may not be placed in 
locations that would create a health/safety concern (e.g., impedes or restricts sight lines for 
vehicular traffic), or which would otherwise violate Federal, State or Local laws. Under no 
circumstances shall a political flag, banner or sign be installed or maintained on the 



Association’s Common Area without the prior written authorization of the Board of 
Directors. 

16.2.2.5.3. Duration. Unless further restricted by Local law, a Member or Associate 
member may display political flags, banners, signs or posters no more than forty-five (45) days 
prior to the date of the election or vote to which the sign relates and no more than five (5) 
days following the date of the election or vote. Members and/or Associate members shall be 
solely responsible for any violation of Local law. 

16.2.3. Commercial Flags, Banners and Signs. Members and Associate members are prohibited 
from displaying flags, banners and signs containing a commercial theme or message. For purposes of this 
provision, the phrase “commercial theme or message” shall include, but is not limited to, words or graphics 
that identify or promote any commercial product, good, service and/or enterprise. 

16.2.3.1. Real Estate Signs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Members and Associate members 

are permitted to display real estate signs contingent on the following requirements. 

16.2.3.1.1. Members and Associate members are permitted to display (1) sign 

indicating that the property is for sale or lease.  

16.2.3.1.2. The sign shall not be larger or taller than such signs commonly utilized 

for any similar purpose by a real estate company licensed to conduct 

business within California. 

16.2.3.1.3. The sign must be attached to the ground with a single, conventional 

stake, and must be set back from the sidewalk so as to prevent the 

impaired use thereof. 

16.2.3.1.4. The sign must be removed within fifteen (15) days of the close of 

escrow or execution of a lease agreement. 

16.2.3.1.5. No real estate signs may be placed on the Association’s Common Area 

unless expressly authorized by the Board of Directors. 

16.2.4. Maintenance:  

16.2.4.1. Flags, banners, signs, and posters must be maintained in a neat, clean and attractive 

condition. Any flags, banners, signs, and posters falling into disrepair must be 

replaced, repaired, restored, or removed immediately.  

16.2.4.2. Flagpoles must be removed when a flag is not displayed. 

16.2.4.3. Proper etiquette shall be observed when displaying the United States flag. 

16.2.4.4. Seasonal flags (i.e., flags displaying pictorial elements and/or words associated with 

a seasonal holiday event) shall not be installed for more than thirty (30) days prior to 

the holiday or event and must be removed within thirty (30) days thereafter. 
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